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Language Learning Software: Making The Choice

Language learning software, in increasing ways, is overtaking more traditional
avenues for picking up a vernacular.  What other kind of medium allows you to learn
at your own pace the same way a book allows offers you the interactivity of a
classroom course?

With the increase in their popularity, however, also came a rise in the number of
software titles available.  To make matters even more difficult, they come in different
forms, working to impart their lessons in a variety of ways.  How do you find which
language software to actually choose?

Your Learning Style. How do you best learn?  Personally, I already know it's
impossible for me to learn from watching video.  The visuals are much too
distracting for me.  As such, I stay away from learning methods that involve plenty of
visual stimulation.  What about you?  How do you best learn?

Level Of Learning. How deeply do you want to train in the language?  While most 
language learning software are geared towards all levels, intensive courses might
prove too much for your needs if you only want to learn a few phrases for an
upcoming trip.  As such, you'll need a good idea of how much learning you're hoping
to gain.  Do you need good reading comprehension, basic conversational skills or
complete fluency?

Test It First.  One of the good things about software is that many of them come on
a try-before-you-buy basis.  As such, you can audition a language learning tool
before spending the money for it, to make sure it suits the level of learning you are
looking for.

Making the choice of a language learning software isn't too hard.  For the most part,
it's just about knowing yourself and having a good idea of what you're after.
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